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Kelly: You are listening to the See Jane Invest podcast, Episode Zero, See Jane Start a
Podcast.  

Hi. I'm Kelly Keenan Trumpbour. As an angel investor and film producer, there's one
question I always ask myself and the women I mentor. What does it mean to invest in
yourself and not simply wait around for someone else to invest in you? If you want to
play big in places that might not be familiar with your voice, your brand of leadership,
and your place in the world, the first person you should be expecting to back you is you.
If you're craving a conversation that goes beyond fighting for a seat at the table and,
instead, talks about how to take over the whole damn lunchroom, you're in the right
place. Welcome to the See Jane Invest podcast.  

Hello and welcome to the inaugural episode of the See Jane Invest podcast. I am so
thrilled to be here, and I thank you for tuning in. As I mentioned in the intro, I am an
angel investor and venture capitalist. That means I put my money behind early-stage
startups, but ever since I got started in this about five years ago, I only back women
founders. Why? Because I believe in diversifying who is actually out there getting the
money to start these companies. It's funny. I wasn't always an investor. I actually got my
start in politics, but I learned a lot of things in politics that I took with me into the
business world, chief among them is that there's just not enough representation of
women, diverse voices in places of power. Any time money influence is being discussed,
that's a place a power. 

A while ago, I used to help women run for public office. I helped them raise money for
their campaigns. I loved that work, but I actually had to take a break from it. My husband
and I were trying to start a family and, unfortunately, I had some major setbacks that,
health-wise, required I take a leave of absence. During that time, I looked around my
community. I live around Baltimore. [inaudible 00:02:16] a really fun startup scene here,
as a lot of other cities in the United States do. The startup scene was driving the local
economy.  

A friend of mine, Jess Gartner, was starting [inaudible 00:02:29], and I wanted to help
her, but unlike politics, there wasn't a way to campaign for her or volunteer, and I
certainly didn't need to work for her. She didn't need me there, and I knew that that
wasn't the role I could really help her most with, and I kind of asked her, I was like, "What
exactly can I do to help you?" She said, "Well, can you invest? I'm about to raise money,  
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and I need angel investors." I had this head-scratch moment where I'm like, "Can I
invest?" 

Now, you have to understand, I have and MBA and a JD and, for someone with that
much education to not know if they can or can't invest in a company was this light bulb
moment, and I went, "Oh, my gosh." This is the same thing that I saw in politics. If
women like me, women who have been out in the world fighting for the causes they
believe in, making a career for themselves, understand business, understand law, if
there's a moment where they're like, "Wait. How do I do this, and why do I do this?" that
means we're underrepresented. We're not in those rooms.  

This is exactly what I started to hear from my friend Jess and, later, all the founders that
went into the See Jane Invest portfolio. They said that, even if they could get money, it
sometimes was disheartening. They'd walk into rooms, and they didn't see anyone who
looked like them. That doesn't mean that they didn't get support, but sometimes it just
takes a little encouragement, a little sense that someone is on the other side of the table
knowing what you had to walk through to get there. 
   
I'm someone who's always kind of enjoyed going to the places where I'm a little bit of an
outlier, and that's not something I gravitated to on purpose, but it certainly just kind of
kept happening over the years. I grew up as an only child, but I had a lot of cousins who
were boys around my age. My neighborhood had a lot of boys in the neighborhood, so I
don't know if it was I just got comfortable around guys or I just ... Maybe I had a little bit
of a tomboy streak, but I'm not sure that's entirely true if you see all the pictures of me in
very frilly, girly dresses, but I think I probably still had a tomboy streak even while I was
wearing those dresses, still do, but I really wound up gravitating to places where I tended
to be in the minority as a woman.  

In high school, I wound up being the captain of the men's fencing team, and that was
because, in fencing, there's three weapons and, when I was in high school, women were
only allowed to fence one of them. I went to a public high school. They happened to offer
fencing there. I had some great coaches and some great teammates who were very
open-minded and welcomed me to try out for the men's fencing team. That's where I
kind of got started feeling comfortable walking into a space where I was the only woman,
but I took my career and I shaped it around trying to get more women into the spaces
where they were underrepresented.  
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After I graduated from law school, I used to help women who were in business. I'd lobby
on their behalf. I used to go talk to different congressional representatives and senators
about federal funding for small businesses, for minority-owned businesses. It was
around that time that I actually got involved in politics. As I mentioned, from there, I got
into the startup world.  

What was really important about me starting the See Jane Invest portfolio is I really took
a page out of what we used to teach high school and college women who are thinking
about running for office one day. There's a couple really important points. One, I didn't
think I should wait. I could have taken some years and just been like, "Let met read. Let
me watch. Let me observe. Let me sit back and just see what I'll learn before I dive into
this, this very risky place." I thought, "No. You know what's important? It's important to
just dive in, and I'm smart, and I have a lot of education. I have metabolized a lot of
information just in my reading, in being out in the world, so I'm going to bet that
whatever I don't know I'll learn along the way." 

The other thing was that I was pretty sure that, even though angel investing is a highly-
risky endeavor, I knew I was smart enough to keep myself safe. What I mean by that is
that, any time you take a risk, you have to create these safeguards of what's the arena
that you can play in without getting into real danger? I think sometimes it's really easy to
step away from something that might feel bold and daring because you're afraid you'll
never know those limits, and you'll just get too deep too quick and, all of a sudden, it'll be
awful. I had to take a minute and say, "No. I trust myself to keep myself out of that
danger." I was very deliberate. I set up some budgets. I figured out how to do it. I started
small, but that was back in 2013, and my investments started to grow. The number of
companies invest in have grown.  

The See Jane Invest portfolio now is up to eight companies. It includes films. I often go to
film festivals like the Tribeca Film Festival in New York every year, and I take pitches from
women directors and producers. The first film that I actually got involved with was a
documentary called She Started It. It went behind the scenes of the path of women
founders, so that seemed like a perfect fit. I love what I do, and it's been a privilege to be
involved, even in a small way, in helping some of these companies grow. For the risk I
take, it's so minor compared to the risk that the founders are putting out there.  
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While most of my experience has been in helping female founders who are in the startup
space who are doing high-growth businesses, I've done a lot of speaking. I've spoken all
over the world, and I get people who come up to me and want to talk about all sorts of
ideas. They want to talk about business propositions, company ideas. They're creating
businesses that are service-based, or they're solopreneurs, or they're doing a side hustle,
and they come and ask me questions about, "Does this sound like something that's
going to really take off? Am I on to something? Did I come upon something that you
might think is worthwhile?" While I am always honored and flattered to be the expert
they turn to for this information, my real hope is that, in what I do, I can help those
people answer that question for themselves. I really want to give people the language of
investors. I want to give them the expertise. I want to open up the doors and say, "Look,
this is what's going on behind the scenes." 

I've met some really cool people in what I do. I've become a recurring judge on CNBC's
Power Pitch. The women I work with in my own portfolio, the people who pitch me, and
a lot of the people who are in adjacent spaces to what I do who are just supporting
entrepreneurs in all sorts of ways, these are the people that I've talked to and that I want
on this show, so each week I will be talking to people who are really kind of visionaries,
renegades. Many of them are friends. The thing that I think they all have in common is
that they're diversifying the world of business. Somehow, some way, they're doing
something to bring in a perspective that hasn't been there before. If they're not in
business themselves as an entrepreneur, as an investor, they're doing something to
support these people. They're doing something to help the people who are trying to
change things up. You're going to hear from investors, founders, and influencers who
really just give a damn about how entrepreneurship is experienced and shaped by
people like you.  

We're going to talk about strategy and growth. We're going to talk about pitches, but
we're also going to talk about the things that really need more airtime, like how falling in
love with your business can be just as heady and volatile as falling in love with a partner
or a kid, or how running a business can't and shouldn't be separated from the rest of
your creative, competitive, colorful, number-crunching, penny-saving, Netflix-binging,
night-out-with-friends-splurging, pet-loving, single, dating, married, divorced, maternal,
maybe-maternal, hell-no-maternal, can-I-just-leave-the-world-a-better-place-get-some-
credit-and-make-some-cash-damn-it self. You know? I see you, Jane, and now I want to
help you write your own story, and I can't thank you enough for tuning into what has
been a big part of my own story.  
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This season, we have in some incredible guests in the launch of the See Jane Invest
podcast. You're going to be hearing from people like Sarah Koontz, Farnoosh Torabi,
Fran Hauser. We've got experts on TEDx Talks. We've got people who are my fellow
panelists on CNBC. We have people who are demystifying what goes on behind closed
doors in angel investing and VC rooms. We're talking to entrepreneurs and residents at
companies like Microsoft. It's going to be a fun season, and I'm so glad you could join us. 

Please find me on social media. Check me out on Instagram @seejaneinvest. You can
also find me on Twitter @KKTrumpbour, and always, always go over to
seejaneinvest.com. We've got free downloads there all the time. There's a lot of great
resources. If you go to seejaneinvest.com/podcast, you're going to find all our episodes,
all the information that comes with them. We always mention links. There's show notes
that has information. From time to time, we do some pretty cool giveaways because we
really want to reward you, the listeners we love, for tuning in.  

Thank you so much for showing up to this debut episode. As you listen to the episodes
that follow, please consider leaving a review. I appreciate it. It does so much for the
podcast. It does so much to help other people find us, and that's my goal. My goal is that
this podcast gets into the earbuds of the women, the people who need it, but especially
the women who need it. Thank you so much, and I can't wait for the journey we've got
ahead of us in the See Jane Invest podcast, great people who are going to join us. It's
going to be so much fun. Until next time, See Jane Invest in her idea, See Jane Invest in
her community, See Jane Invest in her. 


